
Continuing your officiating journey with CSC. 
 

A guide to becoming a qualified Judge Level 2  
 

officials@crawleysc.co.uk 
 

 

Thank you for agreeing to further support CSC by becoming a J2. The below is a simple 10 
step guide to help you navigate your way through the the process. Will & Emma Best can 
be contacted on officials@crawleysc.co.uk or alternatively message the CSC Officials 
WhatsApp group for help and support. 
 

Step 1 
 

You must first document that you have done 20 hours officiating, post J1 training – Chris Hobbs will 

need to see proof of this. Record meets that you attend and officiate at on the extra sheets SE send 

you for your folder. 

Step 2 Complete application form and email to Chris Hobbs – we can forward you a copy of the application 

form. Chris will organise for the fee to be paid. 

Step 3 Chris will send you a training document (you need to print this off) and introduce you to your mentor. 

Step 4 You will arrange a meeting with your mentor (via zoom most likely), this will last about an hour and 

outline what you need to do. In my meeting we spent quite a long time discussing the technical 

aspects of each stroke, I found this really helpful. 

Once you have had your mentored session you will need to either get your mentor or Chris Hobbs to 

sign section 1, of your record of progress, on page 4 of your J2 book. 

Step 5 In the training book there are questions you need to complete, complete them as soon as possible. 

The books currently refer to the old FINA rules, in your answers follow the new World Aquatics rules, 

use the blue rule book to guide you. 

Once you have completed the questions, you will need to show them to Chris Hobbs. 

Step 6 Sign up to meets and ask to be mentored as a stroke judge. 
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Step 7 
 

Recording your experience: 

Really important you document what you gain experience of. Also ensure you ask mentors to sign 

that they mentored you, along with the referee after each session. If you are not mentored still record 

what you do and ask the referee to sign (Tip – keep a record of what you do as you go along through 

the session and any infractions you report). 

When recording what I gained experience of, I noted down the following for each session: 

• What race length was and stroke. 

• How many heats of each race. 

• Noted any DQs I reported, just with the code. 

• Brief summary of what I discussed with mentor. 

For Example:  

10 heats of 100m free 

8 heats of 50m back, DQs: 1 x SW6.2 & 2 x SW6.3 

15 heats of 50m breast, DQs: 1 x SW7.1 

Discussed free, back and breaststroke with mentor, including recognising the difference of butterfly kick and natural 
movement of body at start of breaststroke. 

Step 8 
 

Getting Stoke Competencies signed off: 

You are unlikely to get any competencies signed off until you can show you have experience of 

judging stroke on all strokes. I didn’t get anything signed off until until after 4 or 5 sessions. To help 

show the referee you have gained a wide experience of each stroke it is helpful to highlight each 

stroke and DQs, sees examples below. To be signed off the referee will quiz you in depth with 

challenging questions. You will need to answer confidently and without errors to be signed off.  
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Step 9 Getting Other Competencies signed off: 

Sign off for DQ reporting will include how to complete a DQ report correctly, I was shown a DQ report 
and ask to identify the errors on it. 
 
You may well need to request to be a finish judge (that’s fun!) and to have a session with radios.  
 
Finish judge is quite intense, especially on the the shorter distance races. The easiest way is to write 
the lane numbers down (without looking at paper) in the order you see them finish eg: 

5 4 8 1 3 2 6 7 - you won’t always match the referee or the timings but as long as you can most of the 

time you will be signed off. 

 
You don’t necessarily have to use the radios at a meet it can be done via discussion with the 
referee/mentor: 

The correct procedure for use of radio is: 
You – “judge of stroke on the far side to the referee” 
Wait for response from referee. 
Referee – “go ahead judge of stroke on the far side”. 
You – “I have a technical infraction to report in heat 2, lane 1”. 
Referee – will give you further instructions. 

Step 10 Once all competencies are signed off you are a J2. You will need to send a picture of the signed off 
competencies to Chris Hobbs. She will register that you have completed the training with SE and issue 
you with a certificate.  
Please also let us know so we can keep our records up to-date. 

Thank you for supporting CSC. If you wish to continue your journey further, please let 
us know so we can guide you on the next step which is to train to be a starter. Before 

starting this, you will need 20 hours pool side experience as a J2. This experience needs 
to be recorded in your J2 book and each session signed by the referee at the meet. 
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